
 

 

What Apps Can You Use with your eBooks? 

There are many apps that can be used with an eTextbook. What app you use will depend on the 

following:  

• preferred device type, features, and operating system 

• whether you are using a proprietary eTextbook 

• whether you are using an OER PDF, HTML, or Word document 

• length of eBook or OER document 

This document will focus on free and low-cost apps that would be potential first-choice apps with CNM 

OER eBooks. For most students, a good starting point app will be Amazon Kindle App especially if you 

are using a laptop or desktop computer. If you want to use a stylus for writing directly on your eBook 

then consider using OneNote, Notability, Foxit, or PDF Viewer. 

Apps for Apple Devices include: MS Office (OneNote, Word), Notability, Foxit Mobile PDF, PDF Viewer 

PSPDFKit (only on IOS), Amazon Kindle app, iBooks 

Apps for Android Devices include: MS Office (OneNote, Word), Foxit Mobile PDF, PDF Viewer PSPDFKit), 

Amazon Kindle app,  

Apps for Windows Devices include: Amazon Kindle app, MS Office (OneNote, Word), Foxit Mobile PDF  

Apps for Short versus Long Documents 
Short eBook or OER documents (less than 20 pages)  

• MS Office OneNote (does not work with hyperlinked Table of Contents and dictionaries) 

• MS Office Word (.doc and .docx documents only) 

• Notability 

• Foxit Mobile PDF 

• PDF Viewer PSPDFKit 

Long eBooks or OER documents (more than 20 pages)  

• Amazon Kindle app  

• Notability 

• Foxit Mobile PDF 

• PDF Viewer PSPDFKit 

• iBooks 

• if in HTML format, any web browser 

 



 

 

Examples for Two Types of CNM OER eBooks 

CNM English 1101 and 1102 College Writing 

• Offered Formats: HTML (hyperlinked by chapter), PDF (single document download) 

• Scenario 1: Student is using a smartphone and wants to use the web browser 

o Use browser on smartphone 

• Scenario 2: Student is using a smartphone and need downloaded, offline PDF version 

o Use Amazon Kindle – download and import PDF 

• Scenario 3: Student is using a laptop and wants the option of using the hyperlinked features in 

the HTML version and the ability to read and study while offline 

o Use browser on laptop for HTML version 

o Use Amazon Kindle for offline reading – download and import PDF 

 

CNM Bio 2192 Microbiology Lab Manual 

• Offered Formats: MS Word (.docx) available for download chapter by chapter. Each chapter is 

usually between 8-15 pages long. 

• Scenario 1: Student is using an iPad and wants to write and draw directly on each lab manual 

chapter and insert photos. 

o Download MS Word documents by chapter. Import the Word document into Notability 

(pdf format), Foxit (pdf format), or OneNote (pdf format OR .docx format).  

• Scenario 2: Student is using a laptop and wants to ability to type in information and insert 

photos. 

o Download by chapter. Use in MS OneNote (copy/paste Word document or insert as a 

pdf). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mind.cnm.edu/miles/engoer/
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